PLEASE OBJECT TO THE LATEST APPLICATION
Help save this beautiful field on Turners Green Road from housing development
The site of the last bare-knuckle fight
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Closing date for objections: Friday 13th August
This revised Application has been launched, alongside the Appeal against the Refusal of the original Application. 

This scheme does not meet local housing needs. Please write and Object.
What has changed from the initial Application? 
1) The layout has been changed to cluster the five plots, plus 20 garages or parking spaces, onto the southern side of the footpath.
2) A footpath connection from the Recreation Ground to the site has been retained from the Appeal.

3) The vehicular access point has been moved 20m up the road but access is no safer.
4) A strip of ‘wildflower grass meadow’ below the footpath with a ‘coppice of native woodland’ is proposed north of the footpath. Run-off and drainage remain issues.
5) The new application includes an unconvincing drainage strategy report. 

6) There is a new design code, which is extensive but non-prescriptive, with “matters of appearance, scale and landscaping … to be determined at a later stage”. 
How to object:

· Online via the Wealden District Council website (https://planning.wealden.gov.uk/plandisp.aspx?recno=153805). 
Please note that if you upload your objection as a file, it is better if you upload a PDF, and that any attachment has a size limit of 5MB.
· By email to planning@wealden.gov.uk marked for the attention of Sarah Scannell (case officer) and with the reference WD/2021/1056/O  
· In writing, send one signed letter to: The Planning Inspectorate, Wealden District Council, Council Offices, Vicarage Lane, Hailsham, BN27 2AX 
(FAO Sarah Scannell)
Please quote: WD/2021/1056/O in correspondence
Please use the objections overleaf, which can also be accessed from our website: https://www.northwadhurst.org/turners-green-road
[image: image1.tiff]


THE SITE IS NOT SUITABLE FOR DEVELOPMENT BECAUSE:
1) The site lies within the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, which restricts development in accordance with the NPPF. Construction would be concentrated on the highest part of the site; hence the visual harm will be greater than the previous application. 
2) The site is outside of the Wadhurst development boundary and is non-contiguous.
3) Case law does not justify building outside the development boundary and on AONB. The Court of Appeal has recently decided that the failure of a Council to build enough houses is not a relevant issue once the need to protect the AONB, or other protected areas, has been established, see 2021 EWCA Civ 74 (Monkhill vs Secretary of State), para 37. This judgement shifts the ‘tilted balance’ back in favour of preservation of the AONB.
4) The Application proposes constructing a concrete footpath from the corner of the site next to the recreation ground, across the uneven cobbled carpark to join the existing footpath in South View Road. This would destroy the grass verge, the hedgerows, and 2 mature trees and their roots in its path on South View Road. This footpath will be unlit and will increase flood risk to Turners Green Road.
5) The application includes parking for 20 cars. The distance from amenities and obvious reliance on vehicles means that this is not a sustainable development.
6) The new vehicular access point on Turners Green Road is at the narrowest point of the lane, 10ft 10 inches wide. Visibility is limited by the bend and it is dangerous. 

7) Development would result in substantial environmental harm, including the loss of ancient hedgerows, mature trees, grass verges, rare species and their habitats. 
8) The development has a cul-de-sac layout and is therefore contrary to the historic settlement pattern in this part of the High Weald. The higher density of development is out of keeping with neighbouring properties. 

9) The increased flood risk from run off from site hardening is unlikely to be alleviated by the addition of meadow and tree planting.  The heavy clay is likely to be unsuitable for sustainable drainage solutions.
10) The site has been designated as a Local Green Space in the draft Wadhurst Neighbourhood Plan (NP). Regulation 14 consultation is underway meaning the NP must be afforded some weight.
Thank you for your support of this campaign

The objections to include in your response can be copied from the list below. Each person in your household can object. Every name counts and every comment matters.








